THE  SPANISH  WAR
glass which had most likely been used by all the men of
the escort, but I knew that my duty was to drink it down,
regardless of consequences, and therefore I  acquitted
myself in a manner to draw the approval of the very digni-
fied Moorish troop sergeant.  I must take this opportunity
of saying that I have seen the Spanish Moorish troops at
close quarters for many months, and I have never seen or
heard the slightest evidence which supports wild charges
of cruelty made against them.   Undoubtedly in battle
they are ferocious and they kill the enemy who opposes
them.   They do not often take prisoners, but no body of
men in an actual fight is obliged by the normal rules and
customs of war to accept a prisoner.   Once men have been
taken prisoners the Moors, so far as I have heard, have
never massacred them or even molested them    Women
and children also have never suffered from them.   As far
as this is concerned and as to their general demeanour,
I have found the Moorish soldiers great gentlemen.   On
the other hand, it must be admitted that they loot.   If
they find empty houses they make the easy excuse that
the vanished inhabitants must be Reds and so they take
everything they can find which they like.   But they do not
destroy property of any kind uselessly.   I was told that
they objected to the method of warfare necessitated in
the University city by which certain houses were set on
fire to force the Reds to leave    They thought that to be
a useless destruction of valuable property.   This line of
conduct has caused them to hate the Reds who have been
guilty of wanton destruction.   Another thing for which
they cannot forgive the Reds has been the destruction
of churches and Church property.   "That is their faith,"
they say, "and yet these miscreants do not hesitate to
commit sacrilege.   It is as if we were to set fire to a
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